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HARVESTER: So am I. He was very sensible and he under-
stood my point. He certainly wasn't lacking in self-
control.

NURSE: Will you tell Major Liconda what instructions you
gave me last night?

HARVESTER: He was excited and wrought up. I asked
Nurse Wayland to give him a tabloid and told him that if
he woke in the night he could take it. I thought he'd
probably drop off for half an hour or so and then wake
up and not be able to get to sleep again.

NURSE: I dissolved a tabloid in half a glass of water and put
it by his side. I noticed that there were only five tabloids
left in the bottle and I made up my mind to order some
more. This morning the bottle was empty.

STELLA: [Pu^/ed.} That's very strange.

NURSE: Very!

HARVESTER: How did you happen to notice?

NURSE: I was tidying up. I thought it better to put away all
the medicines and dressings and so on.

STELLA: [To HARVESTER.] Would five tabloids have a fatal

effect?
NURSE: Six. I left one dissolved in water by the side of his

bed.

HARVESTER: Yes, there's little doubt that the effect would be

fatal.
STELLA: It's all incredible. It's surely much more likely that

someone took them for his own use.

COLIN: Are you absolutely sure that last night the bottle
contained five tabloids?

NURSE: Absolutely. If anyone took them for his own use it
must have been after I went to bed.

STELLA: But no one went into Maurice's room last night
after that but me. I went in to say good night to him.